
Lovelessness 

As we bring to a close our study of 2 Corinthians, let’s think why Paul wrote this letter. We’ve looked in some 
detail at what he wrote. But why did he write? The answer is, Paul wrote because he loved the Church. Love seeks 
to benefit others regardless what personal loss or pain is entailed. He wrote this letter because he deeply loved 
those believers in that church at Corinth and wanted more than anything to see them mature and holy. He 
wanted them to glorify God with their lives so they would be eternally blessed. Paul’s sufferings had led him ever 
deeper into experiencing Christ and being filled with Christ’s love. And the sweet fragrance of Paul’s love – of 
Christ’s love – exudes from every line of Scripture Paul writes. Paul particularly wanted his readers to love as Jesus 
loved, indeed, as Paul loved.  

But the most obvious characteristic of the modern American church, regardless of denomination or tradition, is 
lovelessness. It is palpably evident to any who bother to observe the current scene, comparing what’s clearly 
apparent to what’s in the Bible. Who would have guessed from observing Christians today that Jesus said we’re to 
love even our enemies, that we’re to love others as He loves us. Or that we’re to love God with all our being. 
Instead, we see impenetrably thick indifference to others – if not outright contempt. And our love of self is 
massive, best identified by the term narcissism. Our “love for God” borders on some vague, deistic awareness of 
His existence. We’re so gripped by our secular world, with its gigantic culture of entertainment and its godless 
values, that we simply can’t help but be loveless like our unbelieving neighbors. What’s especially deceptive is, 
our faithful church attendance prevents us from even suspecting that anything is wrong.  

One the most glaring evidences of lovelessness today is the deliberate re-opening of churches in the presence of a 
potentially lethal, highly transmissible virus, with only the most trivial of precautions to prevent spread. Do we not 
care if others get the virus? Is all that matters that we personally benefit in some way from having church open? 
The safety of others should be one of our highest priorities in whatever we undertake. Except, evidently, in the 
matter of re-opening churches. Lovelessness. 

Another evidence of lovelessness that prevails in American Christianity is the near total absence of personal 
evangelism of the lost. Do we not care if others miss out on the blessings of salvation? “I got mine, and that’s all 
that matters to me.” Or worse: “Yeah, I care, but let others do it.” Love isn’t caring, love is doing. Tract 
distribution today is regarded as obsolete, it’s even eschewed as socially inappropriate. Many Christians don’t 
even know how to share the Gospel meaningfully, and don’t care. Lovelessness.  

And another evidence is our guns. “If they come after me to steal what’s mine, or to hurt me, I’m going to use my 
guns.” So the love for others that Jesus commanded us to have now means that we kill people. Why do we have 
guns? What are guns for? Shooting rattlesnakes? They’re for killing. Not just threatening, because a threat is 
meaningless without the will or the need to shoot. The occasion of rioting and looting may soon come to our 
neighborhood. Are Christians going to respond to the threat by using their guns? Why else do we have them? A 
gun is a powerful symbol of lovelessness. 

We have in America today an underclass that is intellectually, morally, socially, behaviorally and culturally 
impoverished. It was created by disastrous government policies and by Christian indifference. During the Victorian 
era, when aristocratic ladies in England became believers, they knew it was their duty to go into the cities’ slums 
to help poor people with their material needs. That’s why Christianity was so widespread in that land then. We 
today turn our backs to the needs of the inner city, we pretend it’s all their problem, or maybe even believe that 
it’s their own fault that they’re so impoverished. No inner city evangelism. No missions to the cities. No material 
aid – except perhaps a semi-annual gift to the Rescue Mission. Lovelessness. 

Or, consider these often heard complaints: “This church doesn’t meet my needs, I’ll go somewhere else.” “This 
church doesn’t have my kind of music, I’ll go somewhere else.” “This church doesn’t believe in my favorite 
doctrine, I’ll go somewhere else.” “This church doesn’t have my kind of people, I’ll go somewhere else.” So, is 
attending church to aggrandize self? Hasn’t anyone ever thought about why we believers are to assemble? 
Lovelessness in action. 

How much time do we spend each day praying for people we know or know of? How much time do we spend 
each day meditating on God’s Word? How often do we fall to our knees to thank God that He’s there, and that He 



cares for us and wants to bless us? What are we doing during the week to fulfill God’s will? We do love God, don’t 
we? Hey, let’s think about this now: If rioting and violence should erupt in the near future on a nation-wide scale, 
what specifically is it that Christians would want to preserve? Property? Traditional values and practices? A 
political system? Any efforts other than protracted and heart-felt prayer for the rioters is just more lovelessness.  

Engaging in gossip is lovelessness. So are self-righteousness and works salvation. How about also the fear of 
dying? It reflects not wanting to be in God’s presence, because love is absent. A book could be filled with such 
examples. If you think about it, you can probably come up with examples too. Love is what’s missing in American 
Christianity. We’ve got plenty of correct doctrine. We’ve got in our churches plenty of piety and outstanding Bible 
preaching. We’ve got beautiful buildings and well-thought out church programs. We’ve also got the freedom to 
express our religion, to publish books, and to fill the Internet with sermons and Bible teaching and religious views. 
But love – God’s love – isn’t there. 

The kind of love we should have is so radically different from what we know by experience as “love” that some 
other word really is needed for it. God wants to see His kind of love in us. It’s a self-effacing, self-sacrificing 
concern for others that, for it to be expressed, necessitates doing something. It’s a giving kind of love, and not just 
generous in amount but absolutely profligate. And it’s not something that can be returned, there’s no benefit to 
the lover by loving.  God’s love is one-way only, outward. It’s not an emotion either; it resides more in the 
person’s will than elsewhere. We will to care for others. We will to see others blessed and then do what’s needed 
for the blessing to come. God’s love isn’t concerned about what risks are entailed, what personal loss might occur, 
or for how dangerous it might be to show it, because His kind of love is more important even than suffering or 
death. God is love. And if we’re His children, we’re to be love also. 

God is also Judge of all humanity. But He hasn’t delegated that role of judge to us (not in this era). So it’s not our 
business to pass judgment on others, nor to be censorious. Indeed, we’re to be discerning, but that’s not the 
same as being critical of those apparently not in the right. We’re instead to be loving. Love covers a multitude of 
sins. Love forgives; it shows mercy, as God has had mercy on us. Love makes allowances for faults and failures. 
Love is being humble and esteeming others as better than self. Love beautifies and exalts us, and it glorifies God.  

But, let’s think now about this, How can finite mortal beings love a Person who is invisible and cannot be 
physically experienced? I can love my wife, because she’s right here in front of me, and I can touch her, see her 
and hear her. But God, who’s in heaven? Well we must be able to, because God has commanded us to love Him 
with all our being. And we do that by trusting and obeying His Word, and by serving Him in some way according to 
His purposes. We also love Him by loving His people whom we can physically experience, with whom He is 
identified. Our willingness to make sacrifices for God expresses love for God. Wanting to be like God, as Scripture 
reveals Him, also expresses love for God. Meditating on all the way that God has loved us likewise results in 
increasing love for Him; we love Him because He first loved us. And most importantly, we love Him by loving His 
Son, the Jewish Messiah, who is the exact representation of the invisible God.  

Christ Jesus on earth was the embodiment of God’s love. Just as love was embodied in the Person of Christ, God 
intends it to be embodied in us, who identify with and are united to Christ. Those who encountered Jesus when 
He was here couldn’t help but experience God’s love because it was so compelling, so beautiful, so life-changing. 
And that same love should be sensed as others encounter us today. If you’re a believer, God is not only with you, 
He’s in you. And His Spirit will enable His kind of love to be expressed if you yield to the Spirit. Sadly, we spend 
most of our lives quenching, grieving and offending the Spirit. Let’s change that. Let’s resolve daily to repent of 
our failures and seek, hourly if needed, the fullness of the Spirit. May our lives fully reflect the transcending, 
infinitely perfect love of Christ who, in love, came to earth, died for our sins, and then rose from the dead in order 
to bring us to God. 

Finally, I’d be remiss if I didn’t warn you: We’ve come to the climactic close of an era. This unique historical period 
of God’s blessing and long-suffering is about to end. And it’ll end with terrible judgments. But a love relationship 
can grow. So right now more than ever is the time to increase your love for God, to lovingly serve Him in some 
meaningful way as never before, to reflect deeply and gratefully on all He’s done for you, entering into ever closer 
communion with Him. And today begin practicing Christ’s radically generous, mercy-filled, self-denying love. Or 
you’ll be blown away by coming events. 


